THE GOLDEN MIDDLE AGE
always," he wrote to a friend, 'joined the study of speaking
well to the study of living well/'1 One condition of living
the full life is not to waste time, and not even William of
Malmesbury accused him of that. He was probably the most
concise and least prolix writer of the whole of the Middle
Ages, a stylist with an ever-present sense of classical form and
discipline.
Not in scholarship only but also in politics he laid the
foundations and created the conditions which issued in process
of time in the Golden Middle Age. He was raised to the
Papacy by his own pupil, the Emperor Otto III, and he
prevented the real danger both of the present and the future,
the isolation of Rome from Western Europe and her absorp-
tion in the orbit of Byzantium. This would have deprived the
West of its spiritual centre, and made the dream of the United
States of Europe for ever impossible. Yet the demand of the
north-west for independence of Roman spiritual jurisdiction
was natural and not unreasonable. The Papacy had for long
been held by so profligate and wanton a succession of Popes
that in 991 all the bishops of France met in solemn conclave
and protested against the Roman primacy. "Is it to such
monsters, swollen with their ignominy, and devoid of all
knowledge, human and divine, that the innumerable priests of
God throughout the world should lawfully be submitted?"2
asked Arnoul, Bishop of Orleans, writing in all their names.
Gerbert's great achievement, as Pope Sylvester II, was to cap-
ture this northern movement of reform, and apply it to the
betterment rather than the repudiation of the Papacy. For it
was Gerbert's learning which had taught the Emperor Otto
1 Taylor, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 287.
2 Christopher Dawson. op, cit., p. 278.
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